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Extremely high mass stars can form heavier 
elements like gold as they age and when they 
die in supernovae.

Gold is one of the most coveted of elements and 
has been prized for centuries. As of 2012, roughly 
165,000 metric tons of gold has been mined from 
the Earth’s crust. That’s about 5,304,873 troy 
ounces. It would all fit in a 20-meter cube (about 
the size of a medium-sized building or 60 
semitrailers) and is worth close to $10 trillion.
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