BIG HISTORY PROJECT

EVALUATING WRITING

Purpose

This activity asks you to evaluate “Early Earth,” a sample Big History essay, using the same rubric your teacher will be using to grade your writing in this course.
The goal of this activity is to familiarize you with the rubric by having you practice using it on a sample paper.

Process

Review the Big History Writing Rubric. You may have talked about the rubric already in Unit 2, but it will help to remind yourself of what it looks like and what it
says. In the Big History course, all writing will be evaluated in four different categories, and you should read the descriptions of the standards for each category.

Once you and your classmates have reviewed the rubric, read “Early Earth.” When you've finished reading the essay, evaluate it using the blank version of the

rubric (attached to this document). Focus on one category at a time and take the following approach: reread the general description of the category—the column
furthest to the left. Then, reread the descriptions of each standard for that category. Decide which standard for the category you think best describes the sample
paper. Once you decide, mark the appropriate box on the rubric with an “X" and write a brief comment somewhere in that row—it can be on either side of the “X.”

When everyone has finished this activity, you'll discuss how you evaluated the essay. You'll be asked to share the grade choices you made in each category, and
you might be asked to explain your reasoning for your choices.



BIG HISTORY PROJECT

EVALUATING WRITING

Directions: The essay below was written by a fifteen-year-old student taking Big History. He has asked you for some help to improve his writing. Read through the
essay and use the rubric to help him identify areas where the essay can be even better.

early earth

e carth has oone TV\YOU@V\ o numbey of CV\OU’\@ZS before i wWas Yﬂ&d(ﬂ 10 SVPPOYT e hunan race. Thevre wWas o lot of
\/\ZOLW\@, 00\\\d'\ﬂ@, COO\W\@, ond YZPZOLTTH@ in fine 2.45 bilion Ueors I Took 10 create Wihad™ us hupans cadl home.

Before tine first VV\OLJOY colision the carth wWos @XTYZW\ZM hot due 10 fihree TV\\Y]@S roudiation, ocerefion, and pressure. The
Solow S%S’F@W\, At This fime, Was o chawtic P\OLCZ ond \/\U@Z P\@CZS of mefad, vock, and ice were S\WV\M\H@ into the eaurtin’s
surface \ZO&/\H@ magmo PUdd\@S. There wWos odso no OXgen 0 breatne. There wWas, nowever, on OLTMOSPV\ZYZ had” Was
created b(ﬂ e velease of woder V@OY ond other O0ses from the colisions nmentioned eaxtier. This @\/ZHTUO(J\({) created

L @YZZYW\OUSZ ef fect, V\ZOLW’]@ the P\OLHZT Some wore. Bt fihe ot did ZVZHTUOUM cool, the agmo havdened, ond the
Sfeoun thad™ Was in the OLTVWOSPV\@YZ rouned down 10 make chemicad filed oceans. Then the C(ﬂC\Z of hear YZP@OLTZO\.

Abovt 45% bilion ears ano the eourfin CV\OLY\@ZO\. %OW\Z’W\'\H@ ooout the size of Mau's colided With £oaxtin and all of 1the
motten vock tihat had cooled over those bilions of Uears becoume agmo OLQOL'\H. TAIS aUso cawsed adl of the oceon wodter
10 V&POY\ZZ ond went™ bock. info the OLTW\OSPV\ZY@. Deors gdso PYOJ@CTZO\ ovtwoud, COLUS\Y\@ o ﬂﬂ@ of matter that oroited
the courth, and later became the Moon. The sufoce of the oxtin becoune ot MOL\H, COWS\H@ the oceans 1o veform o
Sfeoumn OLTMOSPV\ZY@. A@OL\H, he eourfin @\/ZHTUOUM cooled dowin and the oceans veformed. The Moon, Which wWas formed
b(ﬂ his fime, Took. confyol over the eoxtin's fiitt and climacte.
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Flasih forwoud adoout | ollion Uears ond Yov oue o o POW’ in fhe cartn's V\\STOM Wihen tine first OY@M\SVV\S weve
COHSWV\\Y\@ V\(ﬂdm@@ﬂ oS ond PYOdUC\ﬂ@ mefihang as oo Waoste PYOdUCf ond this affected tne OLTVWOSPV\ZY@ b(ﬂ \HCYZOLS\H@
e aunnount™ of metihane in the OLTMOSPV\@YZ. Flash forwoud adoout anotiner 15 billion eors ond stromatolites mounds
POPU\OUF@ the world's beaches. ?/OLYM microbes vsed the sun's enerou for P\/\O’F OSlﬂnTV\ZS'\S, buf” didn't” velease OXaen. BUf
b(ﬂ 2% Dbilion Wears anp ife forms evoived thod™ covld vse SUY\\\@V\T Water nolecuies and elease 0XUaen as o Woste
PYOO\UC’F These wexe ﬂ/\@({) 200 bocterio thadt™ sl prosper in TOdOL({)’S oceons. This boosted tihe aunnount” of OXgen in fihe
OLTW\OSP\/\ZYZ ond fhe OY@M\SVV\S of the courtih evolved 10 thrive wWhile ofihers died out. The 0Xaen tihen form an ozone
\MZY ooout 20 10 20 kan odoove fine @YOUHO\, PYOT @C’ﬂﬂ@ Ve on the courtin’'s surface from tine sun's naurmful YowS.

TS boost of OXnden oSO meant oL boost of methane and coxoon dioxide, Wiich aue @Y@ZHV\OUSZ O0Ses. This coused
the couth 10 vefoun 12ss of the sun's heat, and the climatz becaume much colder. The eoxtin ef fe QCTT\/ZM becone o ool
0f ice; the ice then yeflected wore of the Sun’s s, W\Oddﬂ@ i even colder. Volconoes finen PYOCZ@(MO\ 0 come 10 e
surfoce and cowoon dioxide levels went Up, COLUS\Y\@ the @YZ@HV\OUSZ effect 10 oe STYOH@ZY, COWS\H@ the ice 10 melf. There
Were YOU@V\M ooVt fhree G%C\@S of ‘Snowoad eaxrth' between 4 10 2.2 bilion Uearrs a0, folowed b(ﬂ o oilion Ueors of o
Sfolole OLTW\OSPV\ZY@.

TNiS leads us 10 the curvent era, Wiere there 1S an adoundance of pant and animal life. 400 milion year's agp, Vascuor
plaunts, witin fissue for conducting wader, pnofosyntingsis' cawsed fine oxygen levels in fine afmosphere 1o rise. And oy
200 wilion year's ago extensive forests covered tine planef, which pusined oxuyaen 1eveis nigner. This vast oxugen ooosf
cowsed greater diversity of Iife iooay, Aeology, asfronomical maferial, and consfant changes in fine eartin's oroit. In
concusion, all of finose cucles of neading) and cooling weve not for nof.



