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years ago a massive meteorite struck the Earth 
near the Yucatán Peninsula of Mexico, leaving an 
impact crater more than 100 miles wide and 
causing a mass extinction event.

Iridium, almost nonexistent in the Earth's crust but 
significantly more abundant in meteorites, was 
found in unusually high amounts in the sedimentary 
rock of the K-T boundary. This discovery helped 
scientists prove that an asteroid wiped out the 
dinosaurs.
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