
How to tutor students using 
Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy

2017



2

Khan Academy’s mission: 
to provide a free, world class education  

for anyone, anywhere.
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We have videos, articles, and practice exercises across 
math, science, history, and more
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We’ve reached millions of learners so far

190 
countries 

50,700,000 
registered users 

1,800,000 
registered educators 

6,800,000,000 
problems answered



Introduction to Official SAT Practice on 
Khan Academy



Khan Academy and College Board have partnered to develop 
the world’s best SAT prep — that just happens to be free. 

Our goal is to level the playing field so that all students, 
regardless of background, have equal opportunities to achieve 
their dreams. College readiness should be about merit, not 
money.
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Quick start-guide: how to start tutoring with Official SAT Practice (OSP)

Review this guide to learn about Official SAT Practice (30 min)

Create your own Khan Academy account so you can try out OSP (5 min)

Do a practice run through of a lesson using OSP (30 min)

Teach your first real lesson or assign homework on OSP (TBD)

Review sample lesson plans in the SAT Teacher/Coach Implementation Guide (30 min)

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/teacher-coach-implementation-guide.pdf
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An overview of Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy

Thousands of practice questions & 
videos covering every SAT concept and 
practice for the essay

7 official, full-length SAT practice tests 
from The College Board, the creator of 
the SAT

Personalized recommendations  
based on each student’s strengths & 
weaknesses

Tailored practice schedule mapping 
out each students’ path to Test Day

SAT tips and strategies revealing 
information about each part of the test
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Personalized practice recommendations tailored to each student

PSAT/SAT scores or 
diagnostic quizzes + =

Personalized practice recommendations
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7 official, full-length SAT practice tests 

Full-length 

From College Board, the creator of the SAT 

Can be taken online & offline on paper and 
graded by the Daily Practice App 

Practice PSAT also available
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Thousands of practice questions & videos

Thousands of practice problems with: 
•Step-by-step explanations & answers 
•Fully worked-out examples

Videos on every SAT concept that are: 
•Engaging and focus on 1 concept at a time 
•Easy to understand
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Tailored practice schedule

Personalized  
Students create a practice schedule based on 
their SAT test date

Automatic 
Students get automatic reminders sent 
straight to their inboxes

Flexible 
Students pick the days of the week when they 
have time to practice and take practice tests
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SAT tips and strategies

Overviews of each part of the test from the test-makers 

Articles and videos that demonstrate how to apply the best SAT 
strategies for all parts of the test 

Tips and checklists for test day

https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/new-sat-tips-planning/sat-strategies-general/v/effective-strategies-for-each-sat-section-9282016


Why you should tutor using Official SAT 
Practice?
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Benefits for you: Benefits for your students:

Pinpoint students’ problem areas 
quickly and easily through OSP

Get access to hundreds of free, official 
practice problems and practice tests 

Work through official questions with 
your students side-by-side or for 
homework

Practice personalized to each student

Easily revisit past problems and 
mistakes in the ‘Review’ section

Get hints as refreshers or full, step-by-
step explanations

Why you should tutor using Official SAT Practice

Practice all SAT topics in 1 place; no 
need to carry multiple books

Built-in timers help students practice 
under pressure, just like the real thing 

Articles, videos, tips and strategies, 
vetted by the makers of the test, to 
supplement your tutoring
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2.6 million students have used Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy

50% of students who took the  
re-designed SAT in March used 
Official SAT Practice

10% fewer students paid for 
commercial test prep in Spring 2016 
than in Spring 2015



How to get the most out of Official SAT 
Practice features as a tutor



18

How do I start tutoring with OSP?

1. Create a Khan Academy account and ask your students to do so too 
Go to satpractice.org and create a free account to begin exploring the platform and features

2. Get personalized recommendations for your students 
Ask your students to link their Khan Academy account to their College Board accounts to import 
past PSAT/SAT data, or take diagnostic quizzes to get personalized recommendations

3. Create a practice schedule with your students 
Select an SAT test date and set up a practice schedule on OSP that will automatically email your 
students to remind them to practice each week

4. Teach using recommended topics, do practice problems, repeat 
Practice topics focused on each student’s weak areas, review what was missed, repeat 

http://satpractice.org
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What tools and technology do I need to get started?

Computer access at home, at the library, or at school

Internet access
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Get your students practicing: follow practice recommendations

Follow the practice 
recommendations since they 
are based on your students’ 
weaknesses and the concepts 
that show up most frequently on 
the SAT
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Get your students practicing: use timed mini-sections

Use timed mini-sections to get 
students used to practicing 
under time pressure
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Get your students practicing: use the ‘Review’ tab to see what 
your students practiced and go over missed problems

Use the ‘Review’ tab to see 
what your students practiced 
and to home in on problems that 
they missed
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Simulate the real SAT using full-length practice tests

Students should take their first practice test early 
and continue taking tests every few weeks 

The first practice test can be taken in chunks to 
make it less daunting 

Later practice tests should be taken to simulate 
the real thing in every way.  

For tips on the best way to take a practice SAT, 
check out this article



24

How to effectively assign homework on Official SAT Practice

Homework should be measurable Homework should be scheduled

Require your students to pick when / 
where they will do their homework 

e.g., “I will practice 20 minutes a day 
from 3:30pm-3:50pm, Mon-Fri, when I 
get home from school”

For example: 
• Raise 5 topics by 1 skill level 
• Complete 25 math problems 
• Complete 4 timed mini sections 
• Spend 2 hours practicing 

Ask your students send you 
screenshots of their ‘review’ tab to 
track their homework



How to effectively structure your tutoring 
on Official SAT Practice
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Use the lesson plans to help you structure your tutoring

Click here to view the six week lesson plans 

Lesson plans come with: 
• Sequenced and specific objectives 
• Tips for you as you walk through the lesson 
• Timeline for when your students should take practice tests 
• Suggestions for how long to spend on each objective 
• Recommended homework assignments

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/teacher-coach-implementation-guide.pdf


27

How a one hour lesson might be structured

DURATION 
(MINUTES) TOPIC

5 Catch up on how last week went

15 Discuss homework, missed problems, and highlights from the past week 
Revisit missed problems, troubleshoot challenges

20 Introduce and teach new topic for the week  
(e.g., a reading strategy, math concept, etc)

20 Do practice problems to apply the new topic and reinforce it
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Build a strong foundation with your students upfront

Build a strong relationship with your students early on by understanding 
their goals, motivations, and challenges they face 

Emphasize that success on the SAT is about practicing—the more they 
practice, the better they’ll do 

Starting early and practicing often can’t be beat 
• Practicing will be a journey with successes and setbacks along the way 
• Try to start practicing at least 6 weeks before your test and create a daily practice 

“habit” even if it’s just for 10-20 minutes a day 
• Make sure practice tests are part of the journey so you experience the real thing
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Support your students as they practice

Consider sending 2-3 reminders a week (e.g., phone, text, emails) to 
encourage your students to practice 

Remember to celebrate effort, persistence, and successes along the way 
• It is crucial to celebrate effort, as scores may fluctuate 
• A score drop on the 2nd practice test often happens as students learn and attempt to 

apply new strategies 

Keep notes on what you covered each time to: 
• Plan future sessions 
• Make it easier to spot patterns, progress, or consistently weak areas
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Sort out logistics and processes upfront

Scheduling, reminders, and time zones 
• Establish rules for how to schedule / reschedule / cancel sessions 
• Send reminders to students 24-48 hours before each session 
• Send a lesson and homework recap after each session 
• If you work across time zones, communicate using the student’s time zone 

Tech issues 
• If you tutor online, allow 20 minutes in your 1st session to fix tech issues 
• Use the program that is easiest for your student (e.g. Skype, Google Hangout, phone, 

FaceTime, etc)
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What should I NOT do using Official SAT Practice?

Do NOT use Official SAT Practice to charge students more money 

Official SAT Practice is a free resource for all students and educators



Thanks!
FOR MORE HELP, VISIT KA’S CLASSROOM ARTICLE, KA’S HELP CENTER, OR THE 
COLLEGE BOARD’S EDUCATOR RESOURCES

https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/new-sat-tips-planning/about-official-sat-practice-khan-academy/a/sat-practice-guide-for-teachers
https://khanacademy.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
http://satpractice.org/k12

